
Dear Friends  
 
   Since 22nd March our church buildings have been closed, and though 
we have continued to meet via various mediums, we look forward to 
physical regathering. I want to pay tribute to the many members of our 
church family who have kept our church family together via online 
services, the parish bulletin and telephone calls. As we move forward 
towards regathering, we hope to open our buildings on 6th September. 
Initially, this will only be for worship, funerals and weddings. I should add 
that anyone displaying Co-vid related symptoms should not attend 
church gatherings but continue to worship online.    
 
Our time together will, however, be different as we align ourselves with 
"The Church of Ireland Return to In-Church Worship Protocols" and 
government guidelines. The implication of these guidelines will mean 
changes for our worship together.  Social distancing will significantly limit 
the capacity of our buildings, worshippers will be shown to their seat by 
the churchwardens and welcome team. Additionally, there will be no 
singing, and for the safety of your fellow worshippers, we ask that you 
wear a mask. Finally, you will notice that there will be an absence of 
prayerbooks, bibles and hymnals in the pews or porch. To facilitate 
these required changes the Select Vestry has sought to implement a 
strategy offering safe substitutes that allow for our church to reopen, 
these include a weekly Morning Call (informal) service each Sunday 
morning in the church hall at 10:30, to maximise the number of people 
who can gather physically for worship. There will be set doors for 
entering (The Buckna Door in the Church building and Main Door in the 
Halls).  Initially, we are asking people to bring their own prayer books or 
download and print of the Order of Service from the church website or 
Facebook page. We are also in the process of updating our audiovisual 
equipment, thus allowing live streaming and the Order of Services and 
substitute videos to be displayed on screens.  
 
These are but some of the steps we have taken to work towards 
reopening on 6th September. A list of guidelines will soon be available 
via the Church Website and Facebook page. Please take time to read 
them in preparation for physically gathering together. I want to thank the 
Select Vestry for their hard work preparing for this important step in the 
life of our church family and ask you to continue to pray to for them and 
myself at this unprecedented time.  
 
Your Friend and Rector 
Andrew   


