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The Rector writes…… 
 

On Mothering Sunday (19th March) we will host a Confirmation Service. 
Both occasions are important family events and are about the Church 
being a family, united, not by blood, but around Jesus Christ.  Together, 
we call God Father, through our faith in Jesus. Families can be diverse, 
but, ultimately, they should be united.  One of the most powerful parts of 
the marriage service, a service that creates a new family, are the lines 
“…What God has joined together let no one put asunder...”.  And, so it 
should be for us as a Church family, for in Psalm 133 we read “…How 
good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity…”.  As a 
people following Jesus we should come together as a family, assisting one 
another in service to the unifying God.  
 

The last three months have been busy. We catered for over a hundred at 
‘Breakfast with Santa’ and the following Sunday had the Sunday Club 
Nativity play, showing off the talents of our young people. Afterwards, 
Charlotte Campbell, aged 2, stole baby Jesus!  Perhaps a highlight for me 
was seeing the young people serving tea and coffee after the village carol 
service.  I derived great joy from the knowledge that they are playing an 
increasing role in the life of the Church.  
 

We hope to come together for our Church AGM, or Easter Vestry, on 29th 
April and to hold an Easter BBQ and Egg Hunt on Saturday 8th April.  
 

We have played a leading part in supporting Ballymena Foodbank, with 
donation points in the hall, the church and the Spar shop in the village.  
Please continue to support this important cause.  I hope there will be 
similar support for the forthcoming Christian Aid Week.  
 

We hosted the united Christmas Carol Service this year with participation 
from the other the two main churches in the village.  This collaboration will 
continue with a shared Holy Week in 2nd Broughshane Presbyterian 
Church: Stafford Carson will be the guest speaker.  
 

In St Patrick’s we serve God together: a family which encourages one 
another.  As we move forward into Lent we do so as One Church united 
around Jesus Christ.  

 

Your friend and Rector 

 
 
 

  
 
 



Parish Register 
 

Holy Baptism 
 

29th January 2023:  Harry Andrew Mark  
     Son of Gavin and Jenny Mark 
 
29th January 2023:  Penny Alexandra Mark  
     Daughter of Gavin and Jenny Mark  
 
26th February 2023:  Olivia Rachel Douglas  
     Daughter of Ryan Douglas and Susan Smyth 
 

Holy Burial 

 
14th December 2022:  Vera McAuley 
 
27th December 2022:  Julie Douglas  
     Mother of Tyler, Jaden and Kodie 
     Daughter of Mervyn and Esther  
 
25th January 2023:  Jean Calderwood 
     Mother of Stephen, Sandra and Adrian 

 
  
 
 
 

 
   
 
 

Thank you, ladies for all your hard work at the Christmas Carol Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Perspective 
 

For some years now there has been a cross 
at the top of Slemish.  It is rudimentary and 
held in place by a stack of stones. It has 
mostly withstood the weather, but sometimes 
gets blown over.  However, it gets 
straightened again: someone is clearly 
looking after it. 
 
Last Autumn another cross appeared.  A 
craftsperson, not from these parts, but, I think, 
from Co. Tyrone, thought it appropriate to 
erect something more substantial.  A 
beautifully crafted wooden 7-8 feet high Celtic 
cross was hauled up the mountain along with 
a marble seat in the shape of a shamrock.  The various parts were 
assembled and now the cross stands erect rising out of the centre of the 
seat. 
 
Recently I found myself sitting on this seat, leaning against the cross and 
looking out on the world – well, looking out as far as Scotland in one 
direction and beyond Lough Neagh in the other.  Then a thought came to 
me – this is how it should be.  I should look out on the world and all that is 
entailed with it, through the perspective of sitting at the foot of the cross 
and leaning against it. 
 
When I envisage the cross, I see it as the focal point of the whole story – 
the ‘big picture’.  Not just the six hours that Jesus hung on the cross, but, 
in terms of the Eternal Christ who, was from the beginning and was behind 
all creation, that which was deemed good.  I think of the Eternal Christ who 
earthed himself in those years in Judea and whose life, death, resurrection 
and ascension were pivotal in the restoration of distorted creation.  I think 
of the Eternal Christ under whom, and in whom, all things are being 
brought together – a new heaven and earth. 
 
It is hard to see beyond the dirt and darkness that often pervades our 
world: the immediate difficulties and dangers can limit our perspective.  It is 
hard to hold on to the bigger picture – looking out on the world, sitting at 
the foot of the cross, leaning against it and considering the whole story it 
conveys. 
And as I sit there, leaning against the cross, the wind causes it to quiver, 
sending vibrations through my back – healing vibrations?  
 

Stuart Lloyd 



Our latest trolley delivery of 
food to the Foodbank 

Thank you for supporting the work of St Patrick’s 
Broughshane. Regular giving benefits our Church ‘family’ in 
Broughshane and further afield, including overseas, in line 
with the vision statement –  
‘People who share God’s love with the community’ 
 

The Building Fund  
Please consider a small regular donation to this fund as well as giving to the 
main account.  It will help ensure a healthy reserve is available to maintain 
parish buildings.   
 

How can you give? 
In person - the donation box is at the back of the church by the main door. 
 

Standing orders for both the main account and building fund account. Forms 
are in the front porch & once completed can be put in the offering box. 
 

Gift Aid  
Please update your gift aid declaration if applicable. Gift 
Aid forms are available in the front porch. There are 
envelopes in the pews for single donation use and gift aid 
can be claimed on these offerings. 

 

Just Giving is another way to financially support the ministry and mission of St 
Patrick's Broughshane as we share God’s love with the community. Click the 
link on the Facebook page or Google 
‘Just Giving’ & search for: 

 
 

Foodbank 
Thanks to all who have contributed to our 
foodbank appeal over the last few months. 
However, the need remains great, so please 
keep your donations coming, using the 
foodbank boxes in the church porch or in the 
church hall foyer. Those who run the North 
Ballymena Foodbank, based in Ballyloughan 
Presbyterian Church, really appreciate our 
support. 
 

 

Going Again! 

God willing, we will be undertaking another 72-hour fast during Christian 
Aid Week. Like last year, we will have a stand in the walk-through arcade 
at McNeills in the village. It will take place on Thursday 18th, Friday 19th 
& Saturday 20th May. We trust the community will support this initiative 
by donating, being part of the sit in or undertaking an element of fasting 
themselves. The need to support the work of Christian Aid is clear. 
 

Stuart Lloyd 



 

Our Branch AGM was held on the 25th January. 
 

Mothers’ Union in St. Patrick’s has had a very busy 2022. Our numbers 
may be small, but we are very active and will always welcome new 
members. Helen Foster has just joined and assumed the post of 
Treasurer, taking over from Carolanne Getty. We are so grateful for all the 
time and energy she has given the Branch. Enjoy your rest Carolanne! 
 

On the 26th April at 8pm we are having a Visitor’s Night, when we will be 
joined by friends from many different organisations in the area. Our guest 
speaker will be Sarah Coates from Women’s Aid.  
Everyone is welcome – bring a friend! 
 

We hope to organise a trip in May which will also be open to everyone. 
 

Details of all meetings will be announced in church and posted on the 
Facebook page and the Parish website. 
 

The annual Festival service will be held in St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast on 
Sunday 12th March at 3.30pm. If you would like to attend, please contact 
Cathy Doig. 
 

You can find out more about what is happening in Mothers’ Union by going 
to www.connormothersunion.org  or www.mothersunion.ie 
 

Branch Committee  
 

Branch Chair/Secretary 
Cathy Doig.  
Treasurer 
Helen Foster  
Young Families/ Indoor 
Members 
Violet Lucas 
Worldwide Rep  
Hilary Boddy 
Prayer Rep 
Julie Thompson  
 

http://www.connormothersunion.org/
http://www.mothersunion.ie/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SPY (St Patrick’s YOUTH)  
 

SPY has been growing and developing in both the 
morning Bible Study and the Evening Youth Club. 
Meeting every 1st and 3rd Sunday morning at 10, 
SPY in the morning has been looking at who Jesus 
is, and this forms the basis of our confirmation 
classes.  

SPY in the evening is 
a more social event 
meeting every 2nd and 4th Sunday night at 
7:30. We have had Pizza making classes 
with North Coast Pizza, Board Game Night, 
and general games nights.  
 

If you are, or know, anyone of Secondary 
School age why not come and join us?  

 



Sunday Club’s Breakfast with Santa – Were you there? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday Club Leaders        

 
 
 
 
Christmas was a busy time for 

Sunday Club! We had our Christmas party at the Antrim 
Forum when the children enjoyed soft-play fun followed 
by a snack and ‘pass the parcel’!  
 

Breakfast with Santa was our next 
event. We all enjoyed our 
bacon/sausage baps and extend a big 
‘thank you’ to all involved with the food 
preparation! The highlight was Santa’s 
visit and he 
gave all the 

children a selection box before heading back to the 
North Pole. 
 

Next on the agenda was the Sunday Club Nativity – 
the first live one in church since COVID. 
Unfortunately, sickness caused a lot of children and 
Lyndsay to be absent, but those who got there, and leaders, put on an 
outstanding performance. You were super stars!  
 

We continue to enjoy being together on a Sunday 
morning when we hear Bible stories, make crafts, 
play games and take part in quizzes. 
 
 
 

 
If you would be interested in helping with Sunday 

Club, please speak to Andrew or Lyndsay as we need more volunteers.  

 
 

 
Our Cub and Beaver sections have 
been reduced to a single leader and 
are only able to remain active with the 
support of a parent rota. Please 
consider volunteering so we can 
continue the adventure and equip our 
young people with skills for life.  
 

Derek  
  Group Scout Leader 



St Patrick’s Broughshane Beavers 
 

Beavers enjoyed an overnight camp in St 
Patrick’s Church Hall in early December. 
Tents were set up and sleeping bags 
assembled, with Beavers enjoying games, 
snacks and a movie before bedtime. All Beavers who 
attended were awarded their Night’s Away badge, and 
Dylan successfully achieved his Bronze Scout Award. 
Well done, Dylan! 
 

Just before the Christmas break, Beavers joined Cubs 
for a visit from Party Animals NI. Beavers were able to meet and handle 
lizards, snakes, creepy crawlies and a very cute chinchilla! 
 

In the New Year, Beavers started working 
towards their Space badges by learning about 
the solar system, creating constellation pictures 
and hearing from an astrophysicist. After half 
term, we will be creating space stations and 
starting work on our Disability Awareness 
badges.  

 
 

 
St Patrick’s Broughshane Explorers & Scouts  
 

At a recent parents meeting eight Explorers 
registered for Bronze or Silver DofE. Explorers continue to volunteer within 
our other sections with Young Leader training and work towards their 
Platinum Chief Scout’s Award. 

 

In February the Explorers and leaders were 
part of a 44-strong team from Slemish District 
which camped at Cladagh Glen Scout Centre 
in Co Fermanagh. From camp site we hiked 
through the UNESCO geopark and climbed the 
‘Stairway to Heaven’ boardwalk up Cuilcagh 
mountain. On the way back we had a tour of 

the Marble Arch caves. The next day we visited 
Florencecourt where we completed an 
orienteering course.  
 

Derek  
Explorer leader/GSL  
 
 



St Patrick's Broughshane Cubs 
 

Over the winter the Cubs worked on the First 
Aid badge, which entailed checking for 
danger, how to get help, how to contact 
emergency services, burns, bleeds and CPR. 
They have now completed all stages and showed real 
aptitude when doing scenarios which included CPR. 
 

The Cubs held a joint 
Christmas party with the Beavers: not the 
usual style of Christmas party, but extremely 
fun and enjoyable. Party Animals NI came 
with lots of amazing animals from their 
premier mobile zoo which included everything 
from beetles to bunnies and hedgehogs to 
pythons. This provided a hands-on 
experience for all the Cubs. 
 

We have welcomed two new members Riley & Dillion to the pack. The 
Cubs also attended the District Flag competition at Parkhall, an event 
which tested cooking, map reading, communication, tracking signs code 
breaking skills and knot tying. These are all great skills for Cub Scouts. 
 

The youngsters have been working towards achieving the Cubs Chef 
Activity badge, this is done partly on Monday nights and concluded at 
home with the Cub planning and preparing a two-course meal for their 
parents.  Some are heading towards a Michelin star! 
 

February has been packed full of fun: some of the Cubs, with other 
Slemish District Cub packs, tried archery at the Muckamore Company of 
Archers.  

 

Recently we hosted a visit from Cavaliers in Need 
(dog charity).  After a lot of play time and cuddles 
with their adorable dogs, the ladies talked about 
how to care for dogs and how to adopt a ‘furry 
friend’. This all counted towards the Cubs Scouts’ 
Animal Carer badge. 
 

For the last few months, the Cubs have taken part 
in a wide variety of activities which have been 

exciting and educational which will broaden their Cub Scout skillset. Future 
District events for the Cubs include orienteering, a football Competition and 
a two-night camp at Crawfordsburn Scout Centre. Watch this space! 
 

Akela. 



St Patrick’s (Broughshane) Rainbow Guide Unit 
 

Rainbows have 
had an exciting 
term since 
returning in January after the 
Christmas break.  We held our 
Promise night when our new girls 
made their Rainbow Promise, 
supported by the rest of the girls in 

the unit.  As well as the girls, all our new leaders and unit helpers made 
their Promise, helped and encouraged by everyone in the unit.  A big thank 
you to the girls and parents for supporting us. 
 

In February the girls enjoyed Valentine’s Day crafts and celebrated World 
Thinking Day by learning about Rainbows around the world. As it was 
Pancake Day we tried various pancakes from around the world, too! 

 

Work has started on updating the Rainbow 
Garden.  We hope you enjoy the bright flowers 
and notice the changes in the coming months 
(Rainbows, Brownie and Guide gardens are 
located at the rear of the church hall). 
 

In December we said goodbye to Cathy as she 
stepped down as Rainbows leader: we 

celebrated Cathy’s time at our Christmas party and entertained Claire 
Eakin and Emily McIlvenna from Girlguiding, parents and past leaders.  A 
big ‘thank you’ to Cathy from Rainbows past and present. 
 

If you know a girl who will be 4 in the next year and who would like to join 
Rainbows, please register them on www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-
parents/register-your-daughter  

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter


St Patrick’s (Broughshane) Brownie Guide Unit 
 

In December we had a trip to the 
cinema to see Matilda the Musical! 
We had so much fun alongside the 
Rainbows and Guides and have 

been singing the songs nonstop since. We did a 
Christmas good turn, when we made mince pies 
and cards which we gave to those in our community 
we felt needed it most.  
 

To kickstart the New Year we had a 
planning night, took a trip on the ‘Brownie 
Bus’ and picked out all the fun activities 
and games we wanted to do. We 
welcomed some new Brownies too, and 
there are so many of us now we have a 

3rd Six! We had so much fun learning about road safety, pretending to be 
cars driving around the hall. Making sure to stay in our lanes, indicate, stop 
at the red lights and not run over the pedestrians!  
 
We got our listening ears out as we played ‘Don’t follow the movement’. 
We had to do what our leader said not copy what she did. We learned 
about money and the value of items in ‘shop ‘til you drop,’ learning the 
difference between essentials and wants.  
 
We got our acting caps on when we made sock 
puppets and put on a show, and again when we had 
to convince the wizard we really where frogs in a 
pond! We explored the night sky, looking at stars and 
the constellations you can see at this time of year. Did 
you know you could find north using the stars? 
 
In February we celebrated World Thinking Day! We explored different 
cultures through games and food! For the rest of this term, we look forward 
to festive themed crafts and more fun activities! 

 
Thank you to all our parents for their continued 
support. 
For more information on what we do please visit: 
www.girlguiding.org.uk  
 
Laura, Geraldine and Judith 
 
 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/


St Patrick’s (Broughshane) Guide Unit 
 

We finished the Autumn term by making mince pies for our 
Christmas good turn. Our Christmas outing was to the 
cinema to see Matilda the Musical along with Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides & Rangers from Broughshane & Cullybackey. We 
thoroughly enjoyed the movie and sang the songs all day afterwards! 
 

After the Christmas break, we learnt about the different nutrients in food 
and how our bodies use them. We produced ink prints 
using plastic wrap – good fun but messy! We took a 
survey and mapped out answers to demonstrate how 
we have similarities and differences.  We tried some 
relaxation techniques, including hand tracing, 
stretching and lying on the floor blowing bubbles and 
watching them float. Party planning was the next 
activity: we chose roles like treasurer and decorator 
and worked as a team to plan an event.  
 

We jump at every opportunity to eat, so we spent some time making 
sherbet.  There was some science behind it: people can be food scientists 
for jobs, and we wondered if there was a chocolate division that might 
need some Girlguiding taste testers!  

 

We had a visit from the neighbourhood 
policing officer Julie McKeown, so we 
were on our best behaviour: the leaders 
said we’ve never been so quiet and 
focused!  She told us about her job and let 
us try on her hat and really heavy vest.  
 

We wrote down some long-term and 
short-term goals, and, following a throwing relay race, made bunting to 
help us visualise those goals.  It was a night of relays as we raced in 
teams to answer questions about money, budgeting and saving.  We were 
amazed at how many different currencies there are in the world.  
 

We celebrated Thinking Day with crafts and 
games from several different countries and 
learnt more about our World Association.   
 

Thank you, as always, for the continued 
support of our parents.   
If you would like to join us or find out more, 
please see:  
www.girlguiding.org.uk 
 
 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/


Slemish Look Wider Group – Ranger Guide Unit  
 

We used a night to catch up on badge work and did a 
good turn for Christmas: making mince pies and 
pinwheels for our elderly neighbours.  We did some 

Christmas crafts, cards and tried our hand at making angel decorations.  
 

We learnt how to deal with different scenarios like choking on food or a 
room on fire.  We used our acting skills to surprise some dinner guests and 
see how they reacted. We completed ‘Tea Tasting’ - blind-tasting a 
selection of teas.  We decided which one was our favourite: fruit teas came 

top, but chocolate tea was not nice. We 
had to act like an animal and try and peel 
an orange in the fastest time. It’s hard 
being a bird with no hands or being a bear 
which had to use its knuckles. Orange 
juice squirted everywhere!  
 

We completed 
‘Kick It: the hall 
became a giant 

fuze-ball table and we had to stop our opponents’ 
ball from going into the nets.  Then followed 
‘Construction Communities’ when we built our ideal 
community with space for people with different 
roles.  
 

We celebrated Thinking Day when all guides and 
girl scouts worldwide celebrate the diversity in the movement.  We named 
flags from around the world and linked them to the world member country. 
We also remembered those Girlguiding in Ukraine, many of whom are not 
able to meet.  We made Friendship Knots to give away and Motanky dolls 
from Ukraine as a reminder of their struggles.  
 

Thank you, as always, for the continued support of our parents.   
If you would like to join us or find out more, please go to: 
www.girlguiding.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/


 

Safeguarding Trust Panel 
 

Sandra Adams 
Andrew Campbell (Rector) 

Philip Cummings 
Victoria Thompson 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Club 
(Primary Schoolers) 
Lyndsay Williamson 

Rainbow Guides 
Lori Hartman 

Joanne Robinson 

Beavers 
Margaret Carson 

SPY 
Andrew Campbell 

Brownie Guides 
Laura Barr 

Geraldine Linford 

Cubs 
Jay Russell 

Choir 

Guides 
Hannah Aldridge 
Geraldine Linford 
Emma Taggart 

Scouts 
Neil Hall 

Youth Choir 
Claire Williamson 

Ranger Guides 
Cathy McCaig 

Geraldine Linford 
Laura Barr 

Men’s and Ladies’ 
Fellowship 
Breakfasts 

Mothers’ Union 
Cathy Doig 

Tots 

Emma Erwin 
 

Parish Magazine – Summer 2023 
 

Articles for the Summer 2023 edition 

should be with the editor by 

Friday 26th May 2023. 

Please email them to 

geraldine@linford1.net 

mailto:geraldine@linford1.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who’s Who at St Patrick’s 

Rector Andrew Campbell 

Hon. Secretary Richard Reade 

Hon. Treasurer Sarah Gamble 

Church Wardens (Rector’s) Beth Clyde 

 (People’s) Tommy Douglas 

Glebe Wardens (Rector’s) Alan Brown 

 (People’s) Steven Young 

Fire Warden James Linford 

Sanctuary Flowers Yvonne Little 

Catering Committee Suzanne Mathewson 

Heating Derek Mills-Westley 

Magazine Editor Geraldine Linford 

Select Vestry 
 

Rector, Church Wardens, Glebe Wardens, Honorary Secretary, 
Honorary Treasurer, Norman Douglas, Emma Erwin, Andrew Kennedy, 
Geraldine Linford, Gavin Mark, Suzanne Mathewson, Kathryn McGall, 

Laura Montgomery, Denis Taylor, Julie Thompson, Stephen Tuff, 
,  



 

 

Church Services 
Sundays  

Holy Communion:  1st Sunday of the month at 11:30am  

Morning Prayer:   2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 11:30am 
 

Morning Call:   2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 10:00am  
                                       in the Church Hall with Tea and Coffee  
 

Family Service:   3rd Sunday of the month at 11:30am 

Facebook and YouTube Weblinks are available on 
www.stpatricksbroughshane.com/online-sunday-service 
 
Radio: Church Services are broadcast on short wave 27.60 Frequency 27 MHz  

 

Wednesdays 
 

Together at Ten: Holy Communion (Form1) at 10:00am 
 

Wearing of face masks is optional. Please use the hand sanitisers. 
 

Services will continue to be available on Facebook, YouTube, the website 
and by telephone after 1pm on Sunday on 028 2517 0014  
(calls are charged at local rate) 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.stpatricksbroughshane.com/online-sunday-service


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Easter Vestry 
CHURCH AGM 

 
Wednesday 29th March 2023 

 
at 7.30 pm 

 
St Patrick’s Church Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


